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April is designated as National Child Abuse Prevention Month.  
Child Abuse Prevention Month has been observed each April since its first 

presidential proclamation in 1983. We are called through scripture and 
teaching to protect the life and dignity of the human person. Throughout the 

year, but especially in the month of April, all are asked to increase awareness, 
to educate ourselves and the community, and to seek healing for those who 

have been so tragically impacted by this horror. 
The attached resources can be incorporated throughout the month of April to 

observe National Child Abuse Prevention Month. 
 
 
                                                                                     

   

 
 

    

   
  

      

 

PINWHEEL GARDEN:  
A pinwheel garden 

represents what we want 

for all children - a Happy, 

Safe and Carefree 

Childhood. Consider 

planting one! 
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ST. STANISLAUS KOSTKA - 2025 

                  

 

 



Diocese of Gary Safe Environment 
 

Resource Guide 2026  
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Table of Contents: 
 

• Introduction 

• Plant a pinwheel garden like Nancy at St. Stanislaus 

Kostka did last year 

• Helpful Links  

• Victim Assistance Coordinator, Cheryl Sopo - Contact 

Information 

• Prayer for the Healing of Abuse Victims 

• Virtus Resources 

• Liturgical Aids 

• Ways Safe Environment is Promoted in our Diocese 

• IUN Forum Invite 

• Thank you! 

 

 
SEE THE LINKS BELOW FOR MORE IDEAS ON HOW TO MAKE CHILD 
ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH HAVE A GREATER IMPACT AT YOUR 
LOCATIONS 
 
HELPFUL LINKS: 

https://preventchildabuse.org/latest-activity/april-is-child-abuse-prevention-month/ 

https://www.childwelfare.gov/preventionmonth/ 

https://www.usccb.org/committees/communications/abuse-prevention-resources 

 

 

 

 

https://preventchildabuse.org/latest-activity/april-is-child-abuse-prevention-month/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/preventionmonth/
https://www.usccb.org/committees/communications/abuse-prevention-resources
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Prayer for the Healing of Abuse Victims 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our local Victim Assistance Coordinator,  

Cheryl Sopo, is available to help anyone who has been abused or 

victimized by someone representing the Catholic Church.  

Cheryl can be reached at (219) 588-9089. 
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Virtus has provided visual resources and examples of notes 

(shown below) that can be included in your weekly Church 

bulletin or other social media. Consider scheduling these to 

share a different image/post each week! 
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Our community is dedicated to protecting our children! Join us in spreading the word about child 

protection by sharing this important message!  

*** 

Here at (insert Church name) we are dedicated to protecting our children and ensuring a safe 

environment for all. Join us in spreading the word!  

*** 

Let’s continue to work together to create a brighter, safer future for our children and youth. Thank 

you for all that you do to protect children! 

*** 

Every child deserves a safe environment to grow and thrive. Let’s continue to work together to 

make this a reality!  

*** 

Join us in extra prayer this month for children—that they be safe, protected and find a safe haven 

through each of us and in our shared spaces. Amen!  

*** 

Looking to make a difference in the wellbeing of children? Join us in our upcoming safe 

environment course! Knowledge is power in the fight against child abuse!  

*** 

We don’t just learn how to prevent abuse in the Protecting God’s Children® sessions, we also learn 

ways to create safe places in which children can disclose about it so that we can help the situation 

to stop. Thank you for sharing in our commitment to keep children safe! 

*** 

Every day, we pour our hearts into protecting the most vulnerable among us—our children and 

youth—and guiding them into healthy relationships with God and each other. Did you know that 

April is officially recognized as Child Abuse Prevention Month? What a great opportunity for us to 

shine a light on this critical issue. Thank you for being a part of our community and this critical 

mission!  
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Here is a look at how some of our locations promote 

Safe Environment… 

From the website of Nativity of our Savior School: 
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From the website of Aquinas Catholic Community School: 
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From the website of Bishop Noll Institute: 
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From the website of Our Lady of Grace School: 
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Please Save the Date for the  

Annual IUN Forum on Child Abuse and Neglect 

Friday, April 24, 2026 

More information to follow… 

 

 

 

Thank you! 
Thank you for all you do to ensure a Safe Environment. 

Your efforts are greatly appreciated. It’s encouraging to know 

that we have safe adults working with our children who are 

properly trained to spot signs of abuse and respond 

appropriately!  

 
     


