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Most Reverend Robert J. McClory, Bishop of Gary, endorses U.S. Catholic
Bishops' Special Message on Immigration

BALTIMORE — As the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) gathered for its Fall
Plenary Assembly in Baltimore, the bishops issued a Special Message addressing their concern for the

evolving situation impacting immigrants in the United States. It marks the first time in twelve years the
USCCB invoked this particularly urgent way of speaking as a body of bishops.

Bishop Robert J. McClory recently commented on the hardships and uncertainty many are facing amid
the escalation of immigration policy enforcement and reports of an increase in detentions, arrests and
deportations of individuals within Northwest Indiana.

“You are not alone. The Church walks with you,” said Bishop McClory. “I join with my brother bishops
in acknowledging that we are disturbed seeing a climate of fear and anxiety among our people with
questions of profiling connected to immigration enforcement. We are saddened by the state of
contemporary debate and the vilification of immigrants.”

The bishop said it is not easy to navigate the current situation. He acknowledged that a nation has the
right to enforce its borders, and individuals and families have a right to migrate in pursuit of a better life.
The bishop reinforced that “we also have the responsibility to treat our brothers and sisters with their
God-given dignity in all circumstances.”

The full text of the bishops’ Special Pastoral Message follows:

As pastors, we, the bishops of the United States, are bound to our people by ties of communion and
compassion in Our Lord Jesus Christ. We are disturbed when we see among our people a climate of fear
and anxiety around questions of profiling and immigration enforcement. We are saddened by the state of
contemporary debate and the vilification of immigrants. We are concerned about the conditions in
detention centers and the lack of access to pastoral care. We lament that some immigrants in the United
States have arbitrarily lost their legal status. We are troubled by threats against the sanctity of houses of
worship and the special nature of hospitals and schools. We are grieved when we meet parents who fear
being detained when taking their children to school and when we try to console family members who
have already been separated from their loved ones.

Despite obstacles and prejudices, generations of immigrants have made enormous contributions to the
well-being of our nation. We as Catholic bishops love our country and pray for its peace and prosperity.
For this very reason, we feel compelled now in this environment to raise our voices in defense of God-
given human dignity.


https://www.usccb.org/news/2025/us-bishops-issue-special-message-immigration-plenary-assembly-baltimore

Catholic teaching exhorts nations to recognize the fundamental dignity of all persons, including
immigrants. We bishops advocate for a meaningful reform of our nation’s immigration laws and
procedures. Human dignity and national security are not in conflict. Both are possible if people of good
will work together.

We recognize that nations have a responsibility to regulate their borders and establish a just and orderly
immigration system for the sake of the common good. Without such processes, immigrants face the risk
of trafficking and other forms of exploitation. Safe and legal pathways serve as an antidote to such risks.

The Church’s teaching rests on the foundational concern for the human person, as created in the image
and likeness of God (Genesis 1:27). As pastors, we look to Sacred Scripture and the example of the Lord
Himself, where we find the wisdom of God’s compassion. The priority of the Lord, as the Prophets
remind us, is for those who are most vulnerable: the widow, the orphan, the poor, and the stranger
(Zechariah 7:10). In the Lord Jesus, we see the One who became poor for our sake (2 Corinthians 8:9),
we see the Good Samaritan who lifts us from the dust (Luke 10:30-37), and we see the One who is found
in the least of these (Matthew 25). The Church’s concern for neighbor and our concern here for
immigrants is a response to the Lord’s command to love as He has loved us (John 13:34).

To our immigrant brothers and sisters, we stand with you in your suffering, since, when one member
suffers, all suffer (¢f. 1 Corinthians 12:26). You are not alone!

We note with gratitude that so many of our clergy, consecrated religious, and lay faithful already
accompany and assist immigrants in meeting their basic human needs. We urge all people of good will to
continue and expand such efforts.

We oppose the indiscriminate mass deportation of people. We pray for an end to dehumanizing rhetoric
and violence, whether directed at immigrants or at law enforcement. We pray that the Lord may guide the
leaders of our nation, and we are grateful for past and present opportunities to dialogue with public and
elected officials. In this dialogue, we will continue to advocate for meaningful immigration reform.

As disciples of the Lord, we remain men and women of hope, and hope does not disappoint! (cf. Romans
5:5)

May the mantle of Our Lady of Guadalupe enfold us all in her maternal and loving care and draw us ever
closer to the heart of Christ.

El Reverendisimo Robert J. McClory, Obispo de Gary, respalda el Mensaje Especial sobre
Inmigraciéon de los Obispos Catolicos de los Estados Unidos

BALTIMORE — Al reunirse la Conferencia de Obispos Catolicos de los Estados Unidos (USCCB) durante
su Asamblea Plenaria de Otofio en Baltimore, los obispos emitieron un mensaje especial en el que
expresaron su preocupacion por la situacion cambiante que afecta a los inmigrantes en los Estados
Unidos. Fue la primera vez en doce afios que la USCCB recurrio a esta forma particularmente urgente de
expresarse como cuerpo episcopal. La ultima vez que lo hizo fue en 2013, en respuesta al mandato federal
sobre anticonceptivos.


https://us.cisionone.cision.com/c/eJwszEFuwyAQheHTwI4IxmaABYuoki_Q7qPxME5Q4yQFp1ZvX6Xq9nt6f8kQebSoJbuAkCIGF_QlJ0ZIY_TJ0rBYjgmCpeA5EY7RhkXXjMl5SyxMHJeTc76Aiw4d2IJqtL0W-axfZqV6ldZNYO-XUJYym8v-mP3hNehrvmzbo6vhqGBSMO37fnh25vlwb2cFU5N-fzaWrmBa67nRVu83upW39w-9SqlkmlyFupha8h-c_kENRxch4Khb5kZzvYkabeEztZ9XXPetiayvH5Zoo2NnIkA0IxYyiYEMLbNFEByQUH9n-A0AAP__5ppcpQ
https://us.cisionone.cision.com/c/eJwsy8GO2yAQgOGnwTcswDbgA4corRv10qo99RThmbFNY2IvkI2yT79KtNf_14dOWWiFrshJo1VvtZGmWpwmnDpBYMj0th8VCOEbS23bWex7g1Vwuped8EDgwU5nKTtU0kotlUDNWpED0iW88ejDSilzA103GZxw5Mt9H7v6OarVLaXsmTUHpgamhlta61uuYx1DJPC57GkrBKWGLTI1ZKaG5QSn4_c_j18ff_W_w4_f5b7sR3P5mWbWDLhFH66s-fb_lksAmrYUYgxz8teS6y3NVSQMnidayWfiAd0rnL8Caw7SKqPbKjlIfgxXYq1AmH16vHguiSg-nUYrrATJrVKWtxo970F57qdRaEW60V5X7059BgAA__9E63CT
https://us.cisionone.cision.com/c/eJwszMFu6yAQheGngR0RjPGAFyyyyWtEw8w4QdfJTSGt1bevXHX7HZ1fCmSOHq2WkBCWjCkkey_Re5iWiDXHafY4ifqVOWeuKWLV1baCS5g9sTJxXq8hzAIhBwzgBU30o4n-ax_uQW3TPlzieV6TrFLdfX_V-XQMdiv39_s1zHQ2cDFw2ff99DmY6-l_vxm4MNXenu21qdzUPlQaua6b0lDXpPzC9Q_MdA4ZEkbbC3eq7akmeuEb9e8jZ8e7qz6OH0r2OXBwGSC7iEJuYSBHa_UIihMS2q8CPwEAAP__FXpYCw

El Sefior Obispo Robert J. McClory coment6 recientemente sobre las dificultades e incertidumbres que
muchos enfrentan ante la intensificacion de la aplicacion de las politicas migratorias y los informes sobre
un aumento en las detenciones, arrestos y deportaciones de personas en el noroeste de Indiana.

“No estan solos. La Iglesia camina con ustedes,” dijo el Sefior Obispo McClory. “Me uno a mis hermanos
Obispos para reconocer que nos preocupa ver un clima de miedo y ansiedad entre nuestro pueblo, con
preguntas sobre la posibilidad de perfilamientos relacionados con la aplicacion de las leyes migratorias.
Nos entristece el estado del debate contemporaneo y la difamacion de los inmigrantes.”

El Sefior Obispo dijo que no es facil navegar la situacion actual. Reconocid que una nacion tiene derecho a
hacer cumplir sus fronteras, y que los individuos y las familias tienen derecho a migrar en busca de una
vida mejor. El Sefior Obispo reafirmo que “también tenemos la responsabilidad de tratar a nuestros
hermanos y hermanas con la dignidad que Dios les ha dado, en todas las circunstancias.”

El texto completo del mensaje especial de los obispos a continuacion:

Como pastores, los obispos de los Estados Unidos, estamos unidos a nuestro pueblo en nuestro Sefior
Jesucristo, por lazos de comunion y compasion. Nos inquieta ver en nuestras comunidades un clima de
temor y ansiedad ante las practicas de perfilamiento y la aplicacion de las leyes migratorias. Nos entristece
profundamente el tono que ha adoptado el debate contemporaneo y la creciente denigracion de los
inmigrantes. Nos preocupan las condiciones en los centros de detencion y la falta de acceso a una atencion
pastoral adecuada. Lamentamos que algunos inmigrantes que viven en los Estados Unidos han perdido su
estatus migratorio de manera arbitraria. Nos preocupan las amenazas contra la santidad de los lugares de
culto, y el caracter especial de los hospitales y las escuelas. Nos entristece profundamente cuando nos
encontramos con padres que temen ser detenidos al llevar a sus hijos a la escuela o cuando intentamos
consolar a familiares que ya han sido separados de sus seres queridos.

A pesar de los obstaculos y prejuicios, por generaciones, los inmigrantes han contribuido inmensamente al
bienestar de nuestra nacion. Como obispos catolicos, profesamos nuestro amor por nuestro pais y oramos
por su paz y prosperidad. Por este preciso motivo nos sentimos obligados en este entorno a elevar nuestras
voces en defensa de la dignidad humana otorgada por Dios.

La ensenanza catdlica exhorta a las naciones a reconocer la dignidad fundamental de todas las personas,
incluidos los inmigrantes. Como obispos, abogamos por una reforma significativa de las leyes y los
procedimientos migratorios de nuestra nacion. La dignidad humana y la seguridad nacional no son valores
en conflicto. Ambas pueden alcanzarse con buena voluntad y uniendo esfuerzos.

Reconocemos que las naciones tienen la responsabilidad de controlar sus fronteras y establecer un sistema
de inmigracién justo y ordenado por el bien comun. Sin dichos procedimientos, los inmigrantes corren el
riesgo de caer en la trata de personas y en otras formas de explotacion. Las vias legales y seguras sirven
como antidoto frente a esos riesgos.

La ensefianza de la Iglesia se basa en la preocupacion fundamental por la persona humana, creada a
imagen y semejanza de Dios. (Génesis 1:27). Como pastores, recurrimos a las Sagradas Escrituras y al
ejemplo de Dios mismo, donde encontramos la sabiduria de la compasion de Dios. La prioridad del Sefior,
como nos recuerdan los profetas, es para los mas vulnerables: las viudas, los huérfanos, los pobres y los
migrantes (Zacarias 7:10). En el Sefior Jesus, vemos a Aquel que se hizo pobre por nosotros (2 Corintios
8:9), vemos al buen samaritano que nos levanta del polvo (Lucas 10:30-37) y vemos a Aquel que se
encuentra en los mas pequefios (Mateo 25). La preocupacion de la Iglesia por el projimo y nuestra
preocupacion aqui por los inmigrantes son una respuesta al mandato del Sefior de amar como El nos ha
amado (Juan 13:34).

A nuestros hermanos y hermanas inmigrantes, estamos con ustedes en su sufrimiento, pues si un miembro
sufre, todos sufren (1 Corintios 12:26). jNo estan solos!


https://us.cisionone.cision.com/c/eJwszEtuKyEQheHVwAwLikcVAwbWlXoDN3OLR7WN4rYTaMfK7iNHmX5H528JqDodJCeDAWLU2kR5SWQy-RVWQAKC4olNW8lG9tZCtCh7CtF4g8U5oIonY2oEHQgwCKdnb_zeP9WW-5XHVEgU0Dv0TsXdIR5eg7ymy75_TGGPAhYBy_P5PDxmreVwH2cBy-B5f4zKU8Cy9fPIe7_f8q39-_8mN249q8FXzpNVb-kXTn8g7NEQYAQ5Uh259BsLp1s95_H9isu5D-bt9QsYCxfPKtvVK1cbqELolG7O5LBCyWDkV4KfAAAA__8QCFna

Observamos con gratitud que tantos de nuestros sacerdotes, religiosos consagrados, y fieles laicos ya estan
acompanando v asistiendo a inmigrantes en sus necesidades humanas basicas. Exhortamos a todas las
personas de buena voluntad a continuar y ampliar esos esfuerzos.

Nos oponemos a las deportaciones masivas e indiscriminadas. Oramos por el fin de la retérica inhumana y
de la violencia, ya sea dirigida contra inmigrantes o contra los organismos de seguridad. Oramos para que
el Sefior guie a los lideres de nuestra nacion y estamos agradecidos por las oportunidades pasadas y
presentes de dialogar con funcionarios publicos y electos. En este didlogo, continuaremos abogando por
una reforma migratoria significativa.

Como discipulos del Serior, seguimos siendo hombres v mujeres de esperanza, |y la esperanza no
defrauda! (Romanos 35,5).

Que el manto de Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe nos envuelva a todos en su maternal y amoroso cuidado y
nos acerque cada vez mas al corazon de Cristo.

HiHt

Editor note:

The last bishop “Special Message” was issued in 2013, in response to the federal government’s
contraceptive mandate. Under the regulations pertaining to statements and publications of the Conference,
a Special Message may only be issued at plenary assemblies, and they are statements which the President
of the Conference, the Administrative Committee, or the general membership consider to be appropriate in
view of the circumstances at the time. To show the consensus of the body, a Special Message must receive
two-thirds of the Conference members present and voting at the plenary to pass.

In a vote of 216 in favor, 5 against, and 3 abstentions, the bishops overwhelmingly approved the Special
Message, with the body sustaining applause following the vote.

About the Diocese of Gary

The Diocese of Gary serves an estimated 170,000 Catholics in Lake, Porter, LaPorte and Starke
counties through 53 parishes, two missions, one Catholic student center, three diocesan high
schools, one private high school, one diocesan elementary school and 16 parish elementary
schools that serve 6,558 students. An additional 5,271 students are enrolled in parish Catholic
formation programs. More than two million are served by Catholic affiliated agencies, including
seven Catholic hospitals, residential and day care facilities for adults and children, and centers
for Social Services.
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