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- FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE -
June 7, 2024

16 to be ordained as Catholic deacons for the Diocese of Gary

GARY — On Saturday, June 8, at 10:30 a.m. in the Cathedral of the Holy Angels in Gary, Bishop Robert
J. McClory will ordain 16 men to serve the Diocese of Gary as permanent and transitional deacons.

The diaconate was established in the early Church in the Acts of the Apostles, chapter six. Deacons
primarily serve the poor and needy, participating in ministries like visiting the sick and imprisoned.
Additionally, Catholic deacons perform liturgical services, including proclaiming the Gospel at Mass,
preaching, performing baptisms and preparing the altar for the celebration of the Eucharist.

Two men, seminarians lvan Alatorre, 25, and Alexander Kouris, 27, will be ordained as transitional
deacons in anticipation of their ordination to the Catholic priesthood in summer 2025. Before returning to
Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit at the beginning of the new academic year, Deacon Alatorre will
be assigned to St. Paul Parish in Valparaiso and Deacon Kouris will be assigned to St. James the Less in
Highland for ministry this summer.

The remaining 14 men will be ordained to the permanent diaconate, a ministry that is open to married
men, and which supports priestly ministry in Catholic parishes. For their formation to the diaconate, these
men completed the Diocese of Gary’s Lay Ecclesial Ministry program with two years of theological and
pastoral training in preparation for diaconal ministry.

The men to be ordained to the permanent diaconate and their assignments are:

e Deacon Anthony Bondi, 46, will be assigned to Nativity of Our Savior Parish in Portage.

e Deacon Albert Burgos, 61, will be assigned to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish in Hammond.

e Deacon Frank Gasaway, 58, will be assigned to Queen of All Saints and St. Mary Immaculate
Conception Parishes in Michigan City.

e Deacon S. William Grimes, 56, will be assigned to St. Mary Parish in Crown Point.

e Deacon Robert Gromala, 44, will be assigned to St. John the Evangelist Parish in Saint John.

e Deacon Bradly Hendrickson, 59, will be assigned to St. Matthias Parish in Crown Point.

e Douglas Noveroske, 64, will be assigned to Notre Dame Parish in Michigan City.

e Deacon Ruben Ortiz I, 52, will be assigned to Nativity of Our Savior Parish in Portage.

e Deacon Robert Petro, 55, will be assigned to St. Patrick Parish in Chesterton and St. Ann of the
Dunes Parish in Beverly Shores.

e Deacon Gilbert Sanchez, 57, be assigned to St. Patrick Parish in Chesterton and St. Ann of the Dunes
Parish in Beverly Shores.

e Deacon Robert Wellinski, 59, will be assigned to Holy Family Parish in LaPorte.

e Deacon Paul Wilk, 61, will be assigned to St. Maria Goretti Parish in Dyer.

e Deacon Peter Wood, 51, will be assigned to Holy Spirit Parish in Winfield, St. Mary Parish in Kouts,
and St. Helen Parish in Hebron.

e Deacon William Zientarski, 61, be assigned to Queen of All Saints and St. Mary Immaculate
Conception Parishes in Michigan City.



These ordinations will take place exactly one week after Bishop McClory ordained Fathers Steven
Caraher and Zachary Glick to the sacred priesthood for the Diocese of Gary and during a time of National
Eucharistic Revival in the Catholic Church in the United States.

The livestream and recording of the ordination liturgy will be available for viewing at
https://tinyurl.com/2024deaconslive. After the liturgy, photos will be available at
https://tinyurl.com/garydeacons2024.
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About the Diocese of Gary

The Diocese of Gary serves an estimated 170,000 Catholics in Lake, Porter, LaPorte and Starke counties
through 58 parishes, two missions and one Catholic student center. The diocese has 17 parish elementary
schools and three diocesan high schools, serving 5,982 students. An additional 5,342 students are enrolled in
parish Catholic formation programs. The diocese is home to two post-secondary institutions. More than two
million are served by Catholic-affiliated agencies, including seven Catholic hospitals, residential and daycare
facilities for adults and children, and centers for Social Services. Learn more at dcgary.org.
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